
New York State Legislative Alert   

Thursday, April 5, 2018 

S1403 2nd Bill impacting Rabbit Breeders 

Who it impacts: Every NYS rabbit breeder, with additional impacts to any who 

house rabbits outdoors and unheated buildings. 

What it does: The bill states: Provides greater protection for companion pets left 
outdoors; expands "companion animal" or "pet" to include rabbits, hamsters and 
birds; makes related provisions.  
 
It adds to the basic NY cruelty law the requirement for “adequate care,  shelter  or  
reasonable veterinary care”.  But these are not defined and adding “veterinary 
care” means you would be required to have a veterinarian treat your rabbits. Also 
due to the influence of animal rights on animal control officers this would set up a 
way for rabbit breeders to have their herds seized and be accused of animal 
cruelty for not providing “reasonable veterinary care”. What that term means 
would left to the interpretation of ACOs or SPCAs.  
 
Also adding rabbits to the current dog law for adequate shelter when left outside 
but not changing the standards to be species specific many rabbit breeders who 
house their rabbits outside or in unheated facilities may find they are deemed in 
violation of the law. We’ve highlighted the troublesome sections of the bill: 
 
"Dogs or other companion animals that are left outdoors" shall mean dogs or  

other  companion animals that are outdoors for more than an hour, without 

ready access to, or the  ability to  enter,  a  house,  apartment building, 

office building, or any other permanent structure that complies with the 

standards enumerated in para-graph (b) of subdivision three of this section.” 

 

3. Minimum standards for determining whether shelter is appropriate to a 

dog's or other companion animal's breed, physical condition and the climate 

shall include: 

(a) For dogs or other companion animals that are left outdoors in any manner, 

shade by natural or artificial means to protect the animal from direct 

sunlight at all times when exposure to sunlight is likely to threaten the 

health of the animal. 

(b) For all animals that are left outdoors a housing facility, which must: 

(1) have a waterproof roof; (2)  be structurally  sound with insulation 

appropriate to local climatic conditions and sufficient to protect the dog or 

other companion  animal  from inclement  weather;  (3)  be  constructed  to  

allow  each animal adequate freedom  of  movement  to  make  normal  postural  



adjustments, including  the  ability to stand up, turn around and lie down 

with the animal's limbs outstretched; and (4) allow for effective removal  of 

excretions, other waste material; dirt and trash. The housing facility and 

the area immediately surrounding it shall be regularly cleaned to maintain a 

healthy and sanitary environment and to minimize health hazards. 

4. Inadequate shelter may be indicated by the appearance of the housing 

facility itself, including but not limited to, size, structural soundness, 

evidence of crowding within the housing facility, healthful environment in 

the area immediately surrounding such facility, or by the appearance or 

physical condition of the dog or other companion animal. 

4-a. There shall be a presumption that a dog or other companion animal 

left  outside  for  more  than one hour, and, under the following conditions, 

will be a violation of this subdivision or a violation of section three 

hundred fifty-three or section three hundred fifty-three-a of this article: 

 (a) a weather warning issued by the federal, state or  local  authorities is 

in effect; or 

 (b)  in extreme heat or cold that a reasonable person should know such 

temperature or weather condition poses a risk to the animal; or if other 

outdoor environmental conditions, including, but not limited  to,  wind, 

rain, snow, ice, sleet, hail, pose a reasonable risk based on the animal's 

size, age, physical condition, or breed and taking into account the shelter 

provided for the animal or when the outdoor temperature is below twenty 

degrees or above ninety degrees fahrenheit. 

5.  Upon a finding of any violation of this section or with pending 

charges pursuant to section three hundred fifty-three or section three 

hundred fifty-three-a of this article, any animals seized pursuant to the 

provisions of this article that have not been voluntarily surrendered by the 

owner or custodian or forfeited pursuant to court order shall not be returned 

to the owner or custodian until any criminal charges are concluded and 

disposition of the animal or animals have been determined by the court. If 

the charges have been dismissed or a defendant is found not guilty by a court 

of competent jurisdiction, the animal or animals may be returned to the owner 

if so ordered by the court and upon proof that appropriate shelter as 

required by this section has been provided. 

 
What we want: Rabbits should be removed from S1403. They are adding rabbits 

to a law written for dogs without taking into account species difference. They are 

classifying rabbits as pets. Rabbit should be classified as a multi-purpose animal 

(http://rabbitedsociety.webs.com for model legislation on rabbit classification) in 

order to protect their use as meat, show, and pet without impacting breeders 

who live on residential zoned property.  

Referred to Assembly Agriculture committee 1/3/18 

Sponsor: Avella avella@nysenate.gov 

Senate Agriculture committee https://www.nysenate.gov/committees/agriculture  

Chair ritchie@nysenate.gov   brooks@nysenate.gov  comrie@nysenate.gov  Funke@nysenate.gov  

gallivan@nysenate.gov  montgome@nysenate.gov  omara@nysenate.gov  ranz@nysenate.gov  

serrano@nysenate.gov  seward@nysenate.gov  valesky@nysenate.gov 
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